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Assessment Policy
 FCPS HISTOPATHOLOGY

1. Purpose
This document outlines the assessment policy for FCPS-II Histopathology training, aligned with PMDC and CPSP standards. The policy ensures valid, reliable, and fair assessment of postgraduate trainees, focusing on clinical reasoning, laboratory interpretation, and professional competencies.
2. Scope
This policy applies to all FCPS-II Histopathology trainees, supervisors, and examiners involved in postgraduate training and assessment within the institution.
3. Content 
· Gross Pathology
· Histopathology
· Cytopathology
· Immunohistochemistry
· Lab management and techniques
· Recent advances
4. Competencies

	Domain
	Weight (%)
	Remarks

	Knowledge & interpretation of Biopsy slides
	40%
	Identify tissue, its pathology, formulate differentials and give provisional diagnosis

	Knowledge & interpretation of cytology
	20%
	Identify tissue, its pathology, formulate differentials and give provisional diagnosis

	Laboratory & Procedural Skills
	10%
	Fine needle aspiration cytology
Gross pathology skills

	Laboratory competences
	10%
	Tissue processing, staining, immunohistochemistry

	Communication Skills
	05%
	Report writing, differential diagnosis

	Professionalism & Ethics
	05%
	Laboratory ethics, confidentiality, teamwork, responsibility

	Research & Audit
	10%
	Dissertation, audit projects




5. Table of Specifications (TOS) for Written Exam 
The distribution of content areas and cognitive levels is as follows:
	Content Area
	Weight (%)
	C1
	C2
	C3
	C4
	C5
	Total

	Gastrointestinal tract
Head & neck
	20
	0
	4
	7
	5
	4
	20

	Male & Female genital system 
	15
	0
	3
	5
	4
	3
	15

	Breast 
	15
	0
	3
	5
	4
	3
	15

	Hematolyphoid system
	20
	0
	4
	7
	5
	4
	20

	Thyroid
	10
	0
	2
	4
	2
	2
	10

	Respiratory system
	10
	0
	2
	4
	2
	2
	10

	Soft tissue
	10
	0
	2
	4
	2
	2
	10

	TOTAL
	100
	0
	20
	35
	25
	20
	100




Gastrointestinal tract, Head & neck, Liver – 20%
	

	%
	C1
	C2
	C3
	C4
	C5
	Total

	Esophagus 
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2

	Stomach 
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Small intestine
	2
	0
	1
	0
	1
	0
	2

	Large intestine
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Appendix 
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2

	Rectum
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Gallbladder 
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Developmental anomalies head & neck
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Sinonasal papilloma
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Salivary gland tumors
	2
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1
	2

	Oral carcinoma 
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Pharyngeal carcinoma
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	TNM staging
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Subtotal
	20
	0
	6
	3
	6
	5
	20



Male & Female Genital system – 15%
	Subtopic
	%
	C1
	C2
	C3
	C4
	C5
	Total

	Uterus 
	5
	0
	1
	2
	1
	1
	5

	Cervix
	3
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	3

	Ovaries
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3

	Fallopian tubes
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Prostate 
	2
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1
	2

	Subtotal
	15
	0
	2
	5
	5
	3
	15



Breast– 15%
	Subtopic
	%
	C1
	C2
	C3
	C4
	C5
	Total

	Mastitis 
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3

	Ductctasia 
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Adenosis 
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Fibroadenoma 
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Fibrocystic changes
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Lactational changes 
	1
	0
	0
	1
	0
	0
	1

	DCIS/LCIS
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	Carcinoma 
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1
	0
	1

	TNM staging & immunohistochemistry
	1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	1
	1

	Subtotal
	15
	0
	2
	6
	5
	2
	15



Hematolymphoid– 20%
	Subtopic
	%
	C1
	C2
	C3
	C4
	C5
	Total

	Non neoplastic lymphoid pathology
	6
	1
	1
	2
	1
	1
	6

	Reactive lymphoid hyperplasia
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Non-neoplastic pathology 
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Inflammation 
	1
	0
	1
	0
	0
	0
	1

	Lymphoma 
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Infections 
	4
	0
	0
	1
	2
	1
	4

	TNM staging & immunohistochemistry
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3

	Subtotal
	20
	1
	3
	7
	6
	4
	20



Soft tissue – 10%
	Subtopic
	%
	C1
	C2
	C3
	C4
	C5
	Total

	Lipoma 
	3
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	3

	Leiomyoma 
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Schwannoma 
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Neurofibroma 
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3

	Subtotal
	10
	0
	2
	4
	3
	1
	10



Thyroid – 10%
	Subtopic
	%
	C1
	C2
	C3
	C4
	C5
	Total

	Thyroiditis 
	3
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	3

	Goiter 
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Follicular adenoma 
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Thyroid carcinoma 
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3

	Subtotal
	10
	0
	2
	4
	3
	1
	10



Respiratory – 10%
	Subtopic
	%
	C1
	C2
	C3
	C4
	C5
	Total

	Bronchogenic carcinoma 
	3
	0
	1
	1
	1
	0
	3

	Subtypes 
	2
	0
	1
	1
	0
	0
	2

	Prognosis 
	2
	0
	0
	1
	1
	0
	2

	Molecular genetics 
	3
	0
	0
	1
	1
	1
	3

	Subtotal
	10
	0
	2
	4
	3
	1
	10



6. Assessment Methods
In Section Histopathology formative and summative assessment is done. Formative assessment includes continuous evaluation and workplace-based assessment while summative assessment is done annually.

6.1 Formative Assessment ( tools)
Case-based discussions
Regular quizzes and assignments
Presentation 
Workplace-Based Assessments (DOPS)
Logbook review and supervisor feedback
Evaluation of clinical events (ECE)

6.2 Summative Assessment
Written Examination (Short Essay Questions & MCQs)
Practical Examination (TOACS)
Viva Voce Examination
7. Practical Examination Blueprint
Practical assessment is structured to evaluate interpretation, methodology, and laboratory management competencies.
Interpretation Skills: 60%
Methodology : 20%
Quality Control & Management: 20%
8. Research Requirement
All trainees must complete a dissertation in accordance with CPSP guidelines prior to appearing in the final examination. The research must demonstrate competency in study design, data analysis, and scientific writing.
9. Documentation and Record Keeping
All assessments will be documented in trainee logbooks and institutional records. 
10. Remediation
Residents with deficiencies undergo targeted supervision and reassessment.
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